
Earshot 
a resource for your congregation or organization 

to create a one-time event or to launch a new practice of telling true stories 
 

Mission and goals – As people of faith, we value stories for the meaning they carry and convey. We 
hear and tell ancient stories of scripture, and bear witness to each other about what we have experienced 
of God in our lives and in the world.   
 
At Earshot, we believe that telling true stories can save lives.  We’re empowered by telling our own 
stories, rather than consuming the stories others create about us. We find out we’re not alone when we 
hear about the lives of others.  We learn about the on-going work of God in the world when we hear 
and tell stories from the Body of Christ.   
 
Additionally, we believe that hearing and telling stories is spiritually formative.  Growing a community’s 
practice of storytelling: 

• builds intimacy and vulnerability, for deeper relationships 
• strengthens the capacity to hold that intimacy and vulnerability with and for one another 
• expands the sense of what “counts” as a theological/spiritual story 
• develops ability to interpret texts, including Scripture 

And hosting a storytelling event/space for the broader community can be an evangelical act, spreading 
good news of hope, peace, and love, and inviting others into creating more of the same. 
 
 
Three-hour workshop   
In this active and interactive event, participants will strengthen their skills of crafting and telling stories.  
We’ll think outside our usual stories -- thinking beyond what "counts" as a story worth telling in a faith 
community. To that end, our storytelling session will help you: 

• Learn how to better mine experience for, and then craft, personal narratives on a theme 
• Improve your style: presence, tone, pacing, presentation.   
• Use structure intentionally and creatively to strengthen your story 

 
 
Storytelling event  
We’ll create a polished evening of in-house story-tellers to introduce to your organization the practice 
of story-telling, to launch a new initiative or program, or simply to deepen the relationships and 
vulnerability among the organization and its members.   
 
Tasks: 
Earshot:   Curate a group of 5 – 7 story-tellers who will help each other craft a true, first person 
narrative, potentially around a theme, for a night of performance hosted by your community.  
 
(Organizations: recruit those tellers, with open invitations and direct appeals.  They’re your people; we 
don’t know them!) 
 
Organizations:   Secure a venue and date for the event. 
 



Organizations, with support from Earshot:  Publicize and market the event, both broadly via social 
media and directly inviting the people you most want to reach. 
 
Earshot:   Provide to story-tellers one-on-one: 

• coaching  
• editing  
• feedback  

in ways that support the writer/teller’s work and voice. 
 
Earshot:   (Optional, additional cost) Secure and prepare with sound designer. 
	

	
“But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if 

every one of them were written down, I suppose that the world  
itself could not contain the books that would be written.” 

John 21:25, NRSV 
	
	


